
How A Small Trailer Behind A Motorcycle Can Turn Into A Georgia 
Crash 

The Coupling And Balance Problems Most Riders Never Learn About 

A rider heading out for a long weekend trip down to the Georgia coast packs a small cargo 
trailer behind his motorcycle, the kind of setup that seems simple enough at a dealership 
parking lot. Twenty miles down I-16, a crosswind catches the trailer at highway speed, and the 
bike starts to weave in a way it never has before. By the time he manages to slow down, the 
trailer has fishtailed hard enough to nearly pull the rear wheel out from under him. 

Most riders who tow a small trailer behind a motorcycle have never been taught how 
differently that setup handles compared to towing behind a car or truck. At the Law Offices of 
Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Georgia motorcycle accident lawyers have represented 
riders hurt in crashes that trace back to a trailer nobody warned them could destabilize the 
entire motorcycle. 

Why A Trailer Behaves Differently Behind A Motorcycle 

A car or pickup truck towing a trailer has four contact points with the road absorbing any sway 
the trailer generates. A motorcycle has two, and both of them are already doing the work of 
keeping the bike upright through countersteering and lean angle. When a trailer hitched to a 
motorcycle starts to sway, there's no extra stability margin to fall back on, and the rider has to 
correct for both the bike's own balance and the trailer's movement at the same time. 

Weight distribution makes the problem worse. A trailer packed too heavily in the back, or 
loaded unevenly from side to side, changes how the hitch pulls against the motorcycle's rear 
end, and that pull becomes more pronounced the faster the combination travels. Riders who've 
never towed anything before often don't realize how much slower they need to take a curve, or 
how much earlier they need to brake, once a loaded trailer is added to the equation. 

Several factors show up repeatedly in the trailer-related motorcycle crashes we've reviewed 
over the years: 

• Improper Hitch Alignment Between The Bike And Trailer: A hitch mounted at the 
wrong height or angle changes how the trailer's weight transfers to the motorcycle, 
especially during braking. 

• Overloaded Or Unevenly Packed Cargo: Weight concentrated too far back or shifted to 
one side amplifies sway the moment the combination hits a curve or a gust of wind. 

• Excessive Speed Through Curves With A Loaded Trailer: A speed that feels safe on an 
unloaded bike can be dangerously fast once a trailer's added weight and drag enter the 
picture. 

• Worn Or Missing Safety Chains And Coupling Hardware: A trailer that separates from 
its hitch, even partially, can send the whole rig into an uncontrollable wobble in 
seconds. 

https://www.garymartinhays.com/
https://www.garymartinhays.com/
https://www.garymartinhays.com/motorcycle-accident


The Coupling Standards Georgia Riders Are Expected To Follow 

Georgia's commercial licensing guidance spells out exactly what a proper trailer coupling should 
look like, requiring a safety chain or comparable device strong enough to keep a trailer attached 
to its tow vehicle if the primary hitch fails. That standard wasn't written with motorcycles 
specifically in mind, but it reflects the same basic safety expectation that applies to anyone 
pulling a trailer on a Georgia road, car, truck, or motorcycle alike. Georgia's vehicle equipment 
statute, O.C.G.A. § 40-8-7, similarly requires towed equipment to meet basic safety standards 
before it's legal to operate on a public road. 

A trailer manufacturer or seller who markets a towing kit for motorcycles without adequate 
coupling hardware, or without clear warnings about weight limits and speed restrictions, may 
bear responsibility when that equipment fails. So can a rider's own dealer or mechanic if they 
installed a hitch improperly or signed off on a setup that didn't meet basic coupling standards. 

That responsibility matters even more on Georgia's higher-speed corridors, where a highway 
motorcycle crash already carries a higher risk of severe injury than a comparable crash at 
slower speeds, and a trailer that starts swaying at 65 or 70 miles an hour gives a rider far less 
time to react than the same failure would at a stoplight or a parking lot. 

The Georgia Motorcycle Safety Program Doesn't Cover Trailer Towing 

Georgia's Department of Driver Services runs a Motorcycle Safety Program that teaches new 
and returning riders the fundamentals of safe operation, but that curriculum focuses on riding 
an unloaded motorcycle, not towing a trailer behind one. A rider can complete every 
recommended safety course Georgia offers and still never learn how a trailer changes braking 
distance, cornering speed, or the bike's response to a sudden gust of wind. 

That training gap matters in a legal case because it shifts scrutiny toward the equipment itself 
and toward whoever sold or installed it. If a rider did everything reasonably expected of a 
trained motorcyclist and the crash still happened because of a defective hitch or an unbalanced 
trailer design, the responsibility for that crash points toward the equipment, not the rider's skill 
behind the handlebars. 

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration tracks motorcycle crash trends nationally, 
and riders already face a disproportionate share of severe injuries and fatalities compared to 
passenger vehicle occupants precisely because a motorcycle offers so little protection in a loss-
of-control event. Adding an unstable trailer into that equation only raises the stakes further. 

What Evidence Preserves A Trailer Sway Case 

A trailer sway crash tends to happen fast, and the physical evidence that explains why often 
gets cleared from the roadway or repaired within days unless someone moves quickly to 
preserve it: 

• Hitch And Coupling Hardware From The Crash Scene: The physical connection between 
the bike and trailer should be photographed and preserved before it's discarded or 
repaired. 
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• Manufacturer Specifications And Weight Ratings: Comparing what the trailer was rated 
to carry against what it was actually carrying often reveals whether overloading 
contributed to the sway. 

• Cargo Photos Showing Load Distribution: Pictures taken before the trip, or recovered 
from a rider's phone, can show whether cargo was packed evenly or shifted to one side. 

• Dealer Or Installer Service Records: Records showing who installed the hitch and what 
inspection, if any, was performed can point toward installation error as a contributing 
cause. 

Consider a rider towing a small trailer of camping gear along a curving stretch of highway near 
Helen. The trailer's cargo had shifted during the drive without his noticing, and when he leaned 
into a curve, the uneven weight pulled the trailer wide and yanked the bike down before he 
could correct. He suffered fractures that required multiple surgeries, and the insurance 
adjuster's first instinct was to blame his cornering technique rather than ask whether the trailer 
itself was safely designed for motorcycle use in the first place. 

Insurance Adjusters Always Blame The Rider First 

Insurance companies tend to treat any motorcycle crash involving a loss of control as evidence 
that the rider made a mistake, and a trailer sway crash is no exception. We've seen adjusters 
point to a rider's speed or line through a curve while ignoring photos showing an unevenly 
loaded trailer or a hitch that never should have passed inspection. Adjusters lean on the same 
handful of tactics used to undervalue motorcycle claims, arguments that rarely hold up once a 
trailer's own defect record enters the case. 

Untangling that argument takes a close look at the trailer itself, not just the road conditions or 
the rider's reported speed. Once a manufacturer's weight rating, a dealer's installation record, 
or a cargo photo showing an uneven load enters the picture, the story an adjuster wants to tell 
about rider error often falls apart. 

Damages And Deadlines After A Georgia Trailer Sway Crash 

Georgia gives injury victims two years from the date of a crash to file a personal injury lawsuit, 
and that window can close faster than expected once medical treatment for spinal cord injuries 
or other serious harm stretches on for months. Compensation in these cases can include 
medical expenses, lost income, pain and suffering, and, where a manufacturer or installer's 
negligence contributed to the defect, a product liability claim that runs alongside the standard 
injury claim. 

A sway-related crash can also share evidentiary overlap with the kind of road hazard cases we 
handle, since uneven pavement or a sudden crosswind can be the final trigger that turns a 
marginal towing setup into a full loss of control. 

Holding Every Responsible Party Accountable For A Trailer Failure 

We investigate trailer sway crashes by looking past the obvious explanation an insurer wants to 
offer. We pull manufacturer specifications, dealer installation records, and cargo evidence to 
determine whether the rider ever had a fair chance to control the bike once the trailer started 
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to move. Since 1993, our Georgia motorcycle accident lawyers have recovered over $1 billion 
for injured riders and families across the state, and that experience shapes how we approach 
every equipment failure case from the first phone call. 

There's no upfront cost to hire our firm for a motorcycle trailer accident claim, and you won't 
owe a legal fee unless we recover compensation for you. If a trailer turned your motorcycle ride 
into a crash you never saw coming, contact us today for a free consultation. 
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