
Double And Triple Trailer Rigs Bring A Different Kind Of Danger To 
Georgia Highways 

The Federal Rules Behind Long Combination Vehicles And Why Georgia Crashes 
Get Complicated 

A driver merging onto I-75 south of Macon on a Friday afternoon doesn't expect the truck 
ahead to be pulling two trailers instead of one. The rig looks longer than anything else on the 
road, and it moves differently, too. When the lead trailer shifts in a gust of crosswind, the 
second trailer behind it swings even wider, and by the time the driver realizes what's 
happening, there's no clean lane to escape to. 

Georgia highways carry more of these long combination vehicles than most drivers realize, 
especially near Atlanta's freight corridors and the Interstate 75 and Interstate 16 routes that 
feed the Port of Savannah. Most passenger vehicle drivers have never learned how differently a 
rig with two or three trailers behaves compared to the tractor-trailers they're used to sharing 
the road with, and that knowledge gap can turn a routine highway drive into a split-second 
emergency.  

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Georgia truck accident lawyers 
have handled cases involving nearly every configuration of commercial rig on the road, and 
doubles and triples bring a set of hazards that a standard tractor-trailer case doesn't. 

What Makes A Double Or Triple Trailer Rig Different? 

A "longer combination vehicle," or LCV, is federal shorthand for a truck-tractor pulling two or 
more trailers or semitrailers, typically with a combined weight above 80,000 pounds. Georgia 
law caps the length of these combinations under O.C.G.A. § 32-6-24, which limits most 
individual trailer and semitrailer units to 28 feet and sets overall length restrictions depending 
on whether the rig travels the interstate system or a state highway. 

The trouble isn't just length. Engineers call it the "crack-the-whip" effect: when the lead unit of 
a multi-trailer rig sways, each trailer behind it swings with more force than the one in front. A 
rollover accident becomes far more likely in the rearmost trailer, and a sudden lane change or 
emergency swerve can send that trailer into an adjacent lane before the driver ever feels the 
vehicle lose control. 

Braking distance changes, too. An LCV pulling two loaded trailers can need considerably more 
room to stop than a standard tractor-trailer, and drivers unfamiliar with that extra distance 
sometimes follow too closely for the load they're pulling. Wind resistance across two or three 
trailer surfaces also makes these rigs more sensitive to crosswinds on open stretches of 
interstate, which is exactly the condition that tends to trigger the sway that starts a rollover in 
the first place. 

A handful of factors show up again and again in the LCV crashes our firm has investigated over 
the years: 
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• Crosswind Exposure On Open Interstate Stretches: Flat, exposed sections of I-75 and I-
16 give wind more surface area to push against on a multi-trailer rig than on a shorter 
vehicle. 

• Rearmost Trailer Rollover Risk: The trailer farthest from the truck tractor absorbs the 
most amplified sway, making it the unit most likely to tip during a sudden maneuver. 

• Extended Stopping Distances: A fully loaded LCV needs meaningfully more room to stop 
than a single-trailer rig, and drivers who misjudge that distance often react too late. 

• Driver Inexperience With Multi-Trailer Handling: A driver who rarely operates an LCV 
can underestimate how a second or third trailer changes the way the whole 
combination responds to a steering correction. 

The Federal Training Rule Most Drivers Don't Know About 

Not every commercial driver is legally allowed behind the wheel of a double or triple trailer rig, 
even with a standard commercial driver's license. The Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration created minimum training requirements specifically for LCV operators, on top of 
the doubles and triples endorsement a driver must already hold. Carriers can't simply hand the 
keys to a driver who has never handled a multi-trailer combination and hope it works out. 

That training requirement matters in a lawsuit for a simple reason: it's not aspirational, it's 
mandatory. When we investigate a crash involving a long combination vehicle, one of the first 
things we pull is the driver's training file. A missing certification, an expired endorsement, or a 
carrier that waived the training requirement without documenting two years of safe LCV 
experience can turn a routine negligence claim into a case built on regulatory violations the 
trucking company can't explain away. 

Federal law also spells out exactly how each trailer in a multi-trailer combination has to be 
coupled to the one in front of it. Under 49 C.F.R. § 393.70, every full trailer has to be attached 
with a safety chain, cable, or equivalent device strong enough to hold the towed unit if the 
primary hitch fails, and the coupling can't drift more than 3 inches to either side when the rig 
runs in a straight line. A carrier that skips that inspection, or that lets a worn coupling device 
stay in service past its useful life, has violated a federal safety standard that exists specifically to 
prevent the kind of detachment or sway that turns a long rig into a hazard for everyone driving 
near it. 

Multiple pieces of evidence typically need to be locked down within days of a crash like this, 
before a carrier's insurer has a chance to control the narrative: 

• Driver Qualification File And LCV Endorsement Records: This file should show the 
specific training course completed for doubles or triples, not just a general CDL renewal, 
along with proof of the six months of qualifying experience required before a driver 
enrolls. 

• Coupling And Safety Chain Inspection Logs: Federal coupling rules require the 
connection between each trailer to include a safety device capable of holding the towed 
unit if the primary hitch fails, and a carrier's pre-trip inspection records should reflect 
that check. 
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• Electronic Logging Device And Telematics Data: Speed, braking, and lane-position data 
captured in the moments before the crash often show whether the driver was traveling 
too fast for a loaded LCV or reacted late to a hazard the trailers couldn't absorb. 

• Cargo Weight And Distribution Records: An LCV that's improperly loaded, with too 
much weight on the rear trailer or an unbalanced load, becomes far more likely to sway 
or jackknife than a rig loaded within its rated limits. 

Why These Cases Involve More Than One Defendant 

We don't just investigate double and triple trailer wrecks. We document why they happened, 
who could have prevented them, and how a rig's own design turned a manageable hazard into 
a highway catastrophe. That investigation regularly points to more than the driver. 

The motor carrier itself can be liable for putting an undertrained driver in an LCV, for skipping 
the coupling inspections that catch a failing hitch before it fails on the highway, or for 
scheduling pressure that pushed a driver past safe limits. A third-party trailer leasing or 
maintenance company can share liability if a coupling device failed because of deferred 
maintenance. Even a freight broker that assigned a load to a carrier without checking whether 
that carrier's drivers held the correct doubles or triples endorsement may face its own claim. 

Take the case of a family driving home from a weekend trip on I-16 near Dublin. A set of twin 
trailers ahead of them sways wide in a crosswind, and the rear trailer clips the family's lane 
before the driver can react. The resulting crash leaves the family dealing with spinal injuries 
that will require years of treatment, and the carrier's insurance adjuster is already arguing the 
weather, not the rig, caused the wreck. Untangling that argument requires pulling the driver's 
training records, the coupling inspection logs, and the telematics data, exactly the kind of 
evidence that disappears fastest if nobody demands it in writing within the first days after the 
crash. 

Insurance Adjusters Often Blame The Weather First 

Carriers that operate long combination vehicles typically carry substantial commercial policies, 
and the insurers behind those policies know an LCV crash is harder to defend once a jury 
understands how the training and coupling rules work. That's why the first move an adjuster 
often makes is to blame the weather, the road, or the smaller vehicle's driver instead of the 
rig's design or the carrier's training gaps. 

We've seen adjusters argue that a gust of wind or a patch of rain, not an undertrained driver 
operating an unfamiliar combination, caused a rear trailer to swing into another lane. That 
argument falls apart quickly once the driver's qualification file shows he'd never completed the 
required doubles or triples training, or once the telematics data shows he was traveling well 
above a safe speed for the load he was pulling. Building that counter-argument takes someone 
who already knows which documents to request and how fast to request them before a 
carrier's document retention policy makes the evidence disappear. 

Weather doesn't excuse a carrier from putting a properly trained driver behind the wheel of a 
rig it knows handles differently in wind or rain. Georgia law still expects a driver to slow down 
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and adjust for conditions, and a carrier that dispatched an undertrained driver into a known 
weather hazard hasn't escaped liability just because the sky happened to cooperate with its 
excuse. 

Damages And Deadlines In A Georgia LCV Case 

Georgia gives injury victims two years from the date of the crash to file a personal injury 
lawsuit, and family members typically have the same window to bring a wrongful death claim if 
a loved one didn't survive. That deadline moves quickly when evidence like electronic logging 
data gets purged on a routine schedule, which is exactly why we send preservation letters to a 
carrier's insurer as soon as we're retained. 

Compensation in these cases can include medical expenses, lost income, pain and suffering, 
and, where the facts support it, punitive damages against a carrier that knowingly let an 
undertrained driver operate an LCV. We've also seen cases where a jackknifed trailer or a wide 
turn gone wrong shares fault-pattern similarities with LCV crashes, and the same investigative 
approach applies: find out who set the conditions for the failure, then prove it. 

Sideswipe collisions are common when an LCV's rear trailer drifts, and our firm has represented 
drivers hurt in exactly that kind of sideswipe crash on Georgia's interstates. A carrier's own 
safety rating history can also become powerful evidence if the company has a documented 
pattern of putting undertrained drivers behind the wheel of oversized rigs. 

FMCSA Training Gaps And The Case Against A Careless LCV Carrier 

An LCV crash case succeeds or fails on documentation that a carrier would rather not hand over 
voluntarily. We know which records to demand, how quickly to demand them, and how to read 
a training file or a telematics report for the gap that explains why a preventable crash 
happened anyway. Since 1993, our Georgia truck accident lawyers have recovered over $1 
billion for Georgia families hurt in crashes ranging from single-vehicle wrecks to multi-trailer 
catastrophes, and that experience shapes exactly how we approach a long combination vehicle 
case from day one. 

Our firm takes long combination truck cases on a contingency basis, so you pay nothing upfront 
and owe us nothing unless we put money in your hands. If a double or triple trailer rig turned 
your drive into a crash you never saw coming, contact us today for a free consultation. 
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