Is Left Lane Camping Legal in Georgia and Who Is Liable When It
Causes a Crash?

Breaking Down The Traffic Law That Too Many Georgia Drivers Have Never
Heard Of

A commuter merges onto |-285 at rush hour and settles into the left lane at 58 miles an hour,
well under the flow of traffic around her. Within minutes, a line of cars stacks up behind her,
headlights flashing, horns blaring, and one driver finally swerves into the right lane to pass on
the shoulder side, nearly clipping her bumper in the process. She never meant to cause a
problem. She just didn't know Georgia law required her to move over.

Most drivers assume the left lane belongs to whoever gets there first, and that as long as
they're not speeding, they're within their rights to stay put. That assumption is wrong, and it's
the spark behind a surprising number of Georgia highway crashes every year. At the Law Offices
of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Georgia car accident lawyers have handled cases
where a driver camping in the left lane didn't cause the initial frustration on purpose, but still
shares legal responsibility for the chain reaction that followed.

What Georgia's Left Lane Law Actually Requires

Georgia law doesn't give any driver the right to occupy the left lane indefinitely. Under O.C.G.A.
§ 40-6-184, a driver on a highway with two or more lanes moving in the same direction can't
drive in a way that impedes the normal and reasonable flow of traffic, and a driver traveling in
the left lane must move over once another vehicle comes up behind them planning to pass,
unless traffic conditions make it unsafe to do so. The statute exists precisely because a slow-
moving car in the fast lane forces everyone behind it into a decision: tailgate, brake hard, or
swerve around at speed.

That move-over requirement works alongside Georgia's broader speeding and traffic flow rules,
both aimed at keeping faster-moving traffic from being forced into unsafe maneuvers by a
driver who isn't paying attention to what's happening behind them. None of those options end
well. Tailgating collapses the safety cushion a following driver needs to stop in time if the car
ahead brakes suddenly.

Hard braking on a crowded interstate can trigger a chain-reaction pileup involving several
vehicles that never saw the original slowdown coming. And swerving around a left lane camper
at highway speed, especially on the right shoulder or across multiple lanes, is exactly the kind of
maneuver that turns a minor annoyance into a multi-car wreck.

A handful of dangerous patterns show up again and again in the left lane crashes we've
investigated:

e Sudden Brake-Checking By A Frustrated Driver: A driver who taps or stomps the brakes
to punish a tailgater can trigger a rear-end collision that harms everyone in both
vehicles.
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e High-Speed Weaving To Pass On The Right: Drivers who run out of patience often cut
across multiple lanes at once, giving other drivers no time to react to the sudden lane
change.

e Escalating Tailgating Behind A Slow-Moving Vehicle: A following distance that starts
too close only gets closer as frustration builds, leaving no room to stop if traffic ahead
slows unexpectedly.

¢ Confrontational Driving At Highway Speed: Some drivers respond to a left lane camper
by pulling alongside to gesture or shout, a maneuver that takes their eyes off the road at
70 miles an hour.

How Camping In The Left Lane Can Shift Legal Fault

Georgia follows a modified comparative negligence rule, which means more than one driver
can share responsibility for a single crash. A driver who camped in the left lane in violation of
Georgia's move-over requirement can bear a meaningful percentage of fault even when
another driver's reckless maneuver was the immediate cause of the collision.

Our comparative negligence overview walks through how Georgia juries divide fault
percentages, and that division matters enormously in a left lane case because it can reduce, or
even eliminate, what a victim recovers if they're found more than 50 percent at fault
themselves.

That doesn't mean the aggressive driver gets a pass. A driver who tailgates, brake-checks, or
swerves dangerously to get around a slower car has made an independent choice to escalate a
routine traffic annoyance into a safety hazard, and Georgia law holds that choice against them
regardless of what the other driver was doing. Untangling exactly how much fault belongs to
each driver is usually where these cases get contested hardest.

When Frustration Turns Into Road Rage

The Georgia Department of Public Safety has tracked a troubling rise in aggressive driving and
road rage incidents across the state, and left lane conflicts sit near the top of the list of triggers.
What starts as one driver's frustration with a slow-moving car ahead can spiral into tailgating,
aggressive lane changes, and in the worst cases, a deliberate collision meant to intimidate the
other driver.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has documented similar patterns nationally,
noting that aggressive driving and speeding often travel together, since a driver already
frustrated by a left lane camper is more likely to speed up dangerously once a passing
opportunity opens. That combination of speed and aggression is exactly why left lane conflicts
produce crashes with higher-than-average injury severity.

Picture a family driving home from a weekend trip on I-75 near Kennesaw, boxed in behind a
car doing 58 in a 70-mile-an-hour zone with nowhere to pass safely. The driver behind them
loses patience, swerves hard into the right lane, and clips the family's vehicle while trying to
squeeze past two cars at once. The family ends up dealing with soft tissue injuries that take
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months to resolve, and now two drivers, the aggressive one and the one who never moved
over, are pointing fingers at each other while the family is stuck in the middle.

Evidence That Makes Or Breaks A Left Lane Case

These cases live and die on evidence that shows exactly who was where, and how fast, in the
seconds before impact. Several sources typically need to be secured quickly, before they
disappear or get overwritten:

e Dashcam And Nearby Vehicle Footage: Dashcam footage from the crash vehicles, or
even a passing car, can settle a dispute over who was tailgating whom before the
collision.

e Eyewitness Statements From Surrounding Drivers: A left lane conflict often plays out in
front of several other cars, and witness accounts can establish how long the slower car
held the left lane before the crash occurred.

e Event Data Recorder Information: Modern vehicles log speed, braking, and steering
input in the moments before a collision, data that can confirm whether a driver braked
suddenly or swerved without signaling.

¢ Traffic And Weather Conditions At The Time: Whether traffic was heavy enough to
make moving over genuinely unsafe factors directly into how fault gets divided between
the drivers involved.

Insurance Adjusters Love A Two-Driver Dispute

When two drivers each contributed to a crash, an insurance adjuster's favorite move is to pit
them against each other and let the disagreement do the adjuster's work. We've seen insurers
argue that a victim who camped in the left lane caused the entire crash, ignoring that the other
driver chose to swerve dangerously instead of simply waiting a few more seconds for a safe
opening. We've also seen adjusters minimize a rear-end collision by claiming the victim braked
without warning, when event data recorder evidence showed the tailgating driver was
following too closely to stop no matter what.

Sorting out that kind of dispute takes someone who knows how to read the evidence
objectively and argue for an accurate fault percentage, not just whichever story an insurer finds
most convenient to pay out on.

Damages And Deadlines In A Georgia Left Lane Crash

Georgia gives injury victims two years from the date of a crash to file a personal injury lawsuit, a
deadline that can arrive faster than expected once medical treatment and insurance
negotiations eat into the calendar. Compensation in these cases can include medical expenses,
lost wages, pain and suffering, and property damage, and where a driver's conduct was reckless
enough, punitive damages meant to punish rather than compensate.

A pattern of aggressive lane changes can also overlap with the kind of chronic rear-end collision
liability disputes we handle regularly, since so many left lane conflicts end in one car striking
another from behind or from the side during a rushed pass. A driver who repeatedly engages in
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this kind of conduct on Georgia's reckless driving corridors, particularly around Atlanta's most
congested stretches, often has a documented history that becomes powerful evidence once
uncovered.

Building A Georgia Road Rage Case That Holds Every Driver Accountable

We don't take the insurance company's version of events at face value in a left lane crash. We
pull the footage, track down the witnesses, and calculate exactly how pain and suffering should
factor into a fair recovery, whether our client held the left lane too long or was the one forced
into a dangerous pass by someone else's impatience. Since 1993, our Georgia car accident
lawyers have recovered over S1 billion for injured clients across the state, and that track record
comes from refusing to let an insurer's convenient narrative decide how fault gets divided.

We handle every left lane and road rage case on a contingency fee basis, so there's no upfront
cost and no fee owed at all unless we recover compensation on your behalf. If a highway
conflict over lane position left you or someone you love hurt, contact us today for a free
consultation.
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