Jogger And Runner Accidents On Georgia Roads

Runners Share The Road With Georgia Drivers Every Morning, And The Risk Is
Not Symmetrical

Imagine a Saturday morning runner heading east along a Cobb County two-lane road. The
pavement shoulder is narrow. The sun is low. A landscaping trailer sits parked on the right,
forcing the runner into the fog line for a few strides. A driver rounding the curve is looking at
their phone for two seconds. The runner never sees the sedan close in from behind. The impact
happens at 40 mph. Rescue is called. The rest of that Saturday belongs to a trauma bay.

That sequence plays out on Georgia roads more often than most drivers realize. Runners and
joggers are on the road every day, but the road wasn't designed with them in mind. At the Law
Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Georgia pedestrian accident lawyers see
roadside runner injuries surface across Metro Atlanta, the suburbs, and rural corridors alike.
The fact patterns repeat. The injuries are severe. And the defenses insurance carriers raise
against injured runners follow a predictable script.

Runners Are A Distinct Category Of Pedestrian

A person walking on a sidewalk and a person running along a country road are both pedestrians
under Georgia law, but the risk profile is not the same. Runners typically move at 6 to 9 mph,
fast enough to close distances quickly, slow enough that a driver approaching from behind at 45
mph gains ground in seconds.

Runners often travel on the shoulder or fog line when sidewalks aren't available, which puts
them within the driver's kill zone if the driver drifts even slightly. Runners frequently wear
earbuds or headphones, which the defense will pivot to as a fault argument regardless of
whether it actually contributed to the crash. And runners are commonly out at dawn or dusk,
when driver visibility is at its worst.

None of that shifts the driver's fundamental duty of care. It does mean the crash pattern for
runners is its own category, and the case built around it has to address the runner-specific fact
pattern directly.

The Common Crash Patterns
Runner crashes on Georgia roads cluster into a handful of recurring scenarios.

e Overtaking Impacts From Behind: A driver moving in the same direction fails to see the
runner ahead on the shoulder and strikes them from behind. This is the deadliest
pattern because the runner has no visual warning.

* Sun-Glare Strikes At Dawn Or Dusk: A driver heading east at sunrise or west at sunset
loses visibility for critical seconds and hits a runner who was fully within the driver's
normal sight line.

e Right-Turn Interference At Intersections: A driver turning right across the shoulder or
bike lane strikes a runner moving straight through the intersection.
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e Distracted-Driver Drift: A driver looking at a phone or navigation display drifts across
the fog line and clips a runner who was in a perfectly reasonable position.

e Parked-Vehicle Squeeze: A parked delivery van, mailbox, or landscaping trailer forces
the runner briefly into the travel lane, and a passing driver fails to give room.

e Curve-Approach Strikes On Rural Roads: A driver approaching a curve at posted speed
encounters a runner around the corner with no time to slow or move over.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration lists "pedestrian walking or jogging along
the road" as one of the eight most common pedestrian-crash types in the country. The
overtaking-from-behind scenario is the version drivers most often fail to see coming, and the
version that produces the most severe injuries.

Georgia Law On Driver-Runner Interactions

Georgia's Uniform Rules of the Road put the burden of care on the driver in nearly every
runner-vehicle interaction, even in situations where the runner has some duty of their own.

e 0.C.G.A. §40-6-93 imposes a general duty on drivers to exercise due care to avoid
colliding with any pedestrian and to give warning by sounding the horn when necessary.
That duty is at its highest when the pedestrian is in a foreseeable roadside position.

e 0.C.G.A. §40-6-96 governs pedestrian use of roadways. Where sidewalks are not
available, pedestrians (including runners) are directed to walk or run on the shoulder as
far as practicable from the edge of the roadway and, when possible, facing oncoming
traffic. That statute matters to the fault analysis because a runner following it
strengthens their position, and a runner not following it faces a harder comparative-
fault fight even when the driver was clearly negligent.

e Georgia's Hands-Free Law, O.C.G.A. § 40-6-241, applies whenever a driver strikes a
runner while using a handheld device. A hands-free violation supports negligence per se
and can shift the settlement conversation dramatically.

The statutory framework favors the runner in almost every fact pattern. The work of the case is
proving what the driver was actually doing in the seconds before impact.

Contributing Driver Failures

Most runner crashes don't happen because the driver couldn't see the runner. They happen
because the driver wasn't looking, was distracted, was moving too fast for conditions, or was
operating a vehicle whose safety systems were disabled or ignored.

Recurring contributing failures include distracted driving through phone use or infotainment
interaction, driving above a safe speed for early-morning or twilight visibility, impaired driving
after early-morning or late-evening events, drowsy driving during morning commute hours, and
failure to use headlights during the pre-dawn and post-sunset windows when runners are most
likely to be out. Each of these is a driver decision, and each supports a strong liability position
when it aligns with the physical evidence at the crash scene.

The Injuries Runners Face
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A vehicle striking a runner delivers force to a body that has no seat belt, no airbag, no metal
cage, and often no reflective clothing. The injury profile is grim.

e Traumatic Brain Injuries: Head strikes against the hood, windshield, or pavement
produce traumatic brain injuries that reshape a runner's cognitive and physical future.

e Lower-Extremity Fractures: The bumper strike drives force into the tibia, fibula, and
femur, often producing compound fractures that require external fixation.

e Pelvic And Hip Damage: The hood strike drives energy into the pelvis, and broken pelvis
injuries often involve internal bleeding and long surgical recoveries.

e Spinal Cord Damage: Rotational forces during the launch and secondary impact can
produce paraplegia or quadriplegia.

e Internal Organ Injuries: Blunt-force trauma to the abdomen and chest can rupture the
spleen, lacerate the liver, or collapse a lung.

e Severe Road Rash And Degloving: The runner's landing and any drag distance can
produce extensive skin loss that requires debridement and skin grafts.

Emergency response, ICU care, multiple surgeries, months of physical therapy, and long-term
rehabilitation are the medical reality of most serious runner-vehicle collisions.

Comparative Fault And The Jogger Defense

Insurance carriers in runner cases nearly always try to attach fault to the runner. Georgia's
modified comparative negligence rule under O.C.G.A. § 51-12-33 reduces recovery by the
runner's assigned percentage of fault, and bars recovery entirely at 50 percent or more.

The recurring defense arguments include:

e The Runner Was Wearing Earbuds: Used to suggest the runner was inattentive,
regardless of whether hearing the vehicle would have changed the outcome.

e The Runner Was Not Wearing Reflective Gear: Applied especially in dawn or dusk
crashes, and applied whether or not the driver had headlights on.

e The Runner Was Facing The Wrong Direction: If the runner was moving with traffic
instead of against it, the defense will lean on O.C.G.A. § 40-6-96 aggressively.

e The Runner Was In The Roadway Instead Of On The Shoulder: Used even when the
shoulder was blocked by a parked vehicle, construction, or debris.

e The Runner Should Have Anticipated The Driver's Behavior: A reversal of duty that asks
runners to predict driver inattention.

Each of these is answered with physical evidence rather than rhetoric. Dashcam footage,
roadway measurements, sight-line analysis, and driver phone records neutralize the argument
before a jury hears it in its cleanest form. Insurance carriers' common tactics against injured
pedestrians follow a predictable pattern, and preparation is what defeats them.

Evidence That Matters When A Runner Is Struck
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Runner crash cases live and die on the speed of the evidence preservation. Within 72 hours of a
serious impact, several categories of evidence should already be locked down.

e Dashcam And Nearby Vehicle Footage: Passing vehicles increasingly carry dashcams,
and one may have captured the crash from a helpful angle.

e Traffic Camera Footage: Many Georgia intersections and commercial corridors have
cameras with rolling 7-day to 30-day retention. Preservation requests must go out fast.

e The Runner's GPS Watch Or Fitness App Data: A modern runner's Garmin, Apple
Watch, or Strava track records pace, position, and cadence with second-level precision.
That data disproves "the runner was speeding across the road" arguments before they
get airborne.

e Driver Phone Records: A subpoena to the wireless carrier confirms whether the driver
was using a phone at the moment of impact.

e Vehicle Damage Patterns: Contact points on the vehicle establish exactly where the
runner was relative to the vehicle's path.

e Sight-Line Photographs From The Driver's Approach: Photos from the driver's approach
angle at the same time of day establish what the driver could and could not see.

Consider a runner struck near a Marietta neighborhood at 6:45 a.m. The runner's Garmin
recorded pace and position for the six seconds before impact, a passing landscaper's truck
dashcam captured the driver's phone in hand, and the responding officer's photographs
showed the shoulder blocked by a construction dumpster. That combination of evidence
collapses the standard defense package. Without it, the comparative-fault narrative gets to
dominate.

When A Runner Case Becomes A Wrongful Death Claim

The most severe runner crashes leave families without their loved one. Georgia's wrongful
death statute, O.C.G.A. § 51-4-1 and following, allows surviving family to pursue the full value
of the life lost, including both economic value and the intangible value of the life itself.

Where the driver's conduct rises to willful misconduct or the level of conscious indifference to
consequences, punitive damages may be available under O.C.G.A. § 51-12-5.1. Drivers who
were actively texting, drivers who were impaired, and drivers with documented histories of
similar conduct face exposure well beyond ordinary negligence damages.

Runner wrongful death claims are among the highest-value pedestrian cases Georgia families
face, and the preparation required matches the stakes.

Fighting For Georgia's Injured Runners And Their Families

If you were struck while running or jogging on a Georgia road, or if your family lost someone in
a runner-vehicle crash, contact us today for a free case evaluation. Since 1993, our attorneys
have fought for injured Georgians against the full defense playbook insurance carriers throw at
pedestrian claims. Over $1 billion recovered for Georgia families reflects the depth of that
work. Our firm accepts jogger and runner pedestrian cases on a full contingency arrangement,
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which means there's no retainer, no hourly billing, and no fee at all unless we secure a recovery
for you.



