Motorcycle Accidents Caused by SUV Blind Spots in Georgia
If You Ride in Georgia, You Already Know How Invisible You Can Be

If you ride a motorcycle in Georgia, we’re pretty sure you've had this moment. You're holding
steady in your lane on I-85 or I-285, doing the flow of traffic, fully visible to anyone actually
looking. The SUV in the next lane starts drifting toward you before the turn signal ever comes
on.

Sometimes you catch it early enough to brake or swerve. Sometimes you don't. When you
don't, the driver you're about to be hit by is almost certainly a person who never saw you, and
who is going to spend the next six months telling their insurance company you came out of
nowhere.

The Georgia Governor's Office of Highway Safety identifies lane changes by passenger vehicle
drivers as one of the leading crash causes for motorcyclists, noting that many riders are struck
by drivers who simply failed to give them the legal right of way. The problem isn't that
motorcycles are difficult to see. It's that modern SUVs and full-size trucks have blind zones
significantly larger than those of sedans, and most drivers have never had the experience of
riding that helps them think critically about what they can't see in their mirrors.

The Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C. has seen the same lane-change collision
fact pattern surface again and again across Metro Atlanta and the north Georgia corridors. The
rider ends up in the emergency room, and the insurance carrier for the driver spends the next
several weeks trying to make the rider partially responsible for a driver who never looked.

Why SUV Blind Spots Are a Specific Danger to Riders

Full-size SUVs and trucks create a distinctive blind spot pattern because of their height and the
physical mass of their A and C pillars. The rear quarter panels of a large SUV create a zone
behind and to the side of the vehicle that a rider can occupy completely, at close range, without
appearing in any mirror and without being visible through a normal shoulder check.

When a rider is in that zone and the SUV driver initiates a lane change, the impact happens
without either party having any warning.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration reports that in 2024, motorcyclists were
almost 27 times more likely to die in a traffic crash than passenger car occupants, per mile
traveled. A significant portion of those fatalities involve multi-vehicle crashes where the
passenger vehicle driver failed to yield or failed to check adequately before moving.

An SUV's blind spot translates that failure into a high-speed impact with a rider who has no
metal cage around them and no crumple zone to absorb energy.
Dangerous Blind Spot Scenarios That Cause Georgia Rider Crashes

Understanding where an SUV's blind zones are and how they interact with rider positioning
helps explain how these crashes happen:
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e The Highway Merge From The Right Lane: A rider traveling in the left lane comes
alongside an SUV in the right lane. The SUV driver checks the left mirror, doesn't see the
rider in the wide rear-quarter blind zone, and moves left. The rider has less than a
second to react and nowhere to go.

e The Surface Street Lane Change Without A Signal: Under O.C.G.A. § 40-6-123, drivers
are required to signal continuously for a time sufficient to alert approaching drivers
before changing lanes. An SUV driver who drifts into an adjacent lane without signaling
denies a rider even that brief warning interval.

e The Multi-Lane Shift Across Two Lanes: A driver moving from the far right to the center
lane may check the immediate left lane but not the second lane, where a rider is
traveling. By the time the SUV enters that lane, the driver has already committed to the
movement and the rider is directly in the impact zone.

e The Freeway On-Ramp Merge: Riders on the main travel lane traveling alongside an on-
ramp have nowhere to move when an SUV merging from the ramp moves over without
completing an adequate blind spot check. This scenario is compounded when the
merging driver is simultaneously managing speed and watching traffic ahead.

e Reversing From A Driveway Or Parking Space: Tall SUVs have dramatically reduced rear
visibility compared to sedans. A rider passing at any point on the roadway during a
reversing maneuver may be entirely hidden from the driver's view until the collision.

The Legal Standard for Lane Changes in Georgia

Georgia law doesn't give a driver permission to change lanes and then assess the
consequences. Under O.C.G.A. § 40-6-123, no driver may change lanes unless the movement
can be made with reasonable safety, and any signal must be given continuously for long enough
to alert drivers approaching from the rear in the same direction.

The phrase "reasonable safety" is where these cases turn. A driver who argues that they
checked their mirrors and didn't see a rider hasn't satisfied the legal standard if a proper blind
spot check, meaning a shoulder look combined with mirror use, would have revealed the rider's
position. Georgia courts have consistently treated an inadequate blind spot check before a lane
change as a failure to exercise reasonable care.

How These Crashes Unfold, and What the Injuries Look Like

Say a rider traveling northbound on Georgia 400 at 60 mph is passing in the middle lane while
an SUV driver in the right lane initiates a lane change to the left without signaling and without a
shoulder check. The SUV's front passenger corner strikes the rider's left side.

At highway speed, that impact throws the rider off the bike and onto the pavement. The rider
skids, the bike goes down, and the SUV driver is already 200 feet past the point of impact by the
time they realize what happened.

In that scenario, the rider's injuries can include road rash across any exposed skin, broken
collarbone and ribs from the initial impact, a traumatic brain injury even with a helmet, and
spinal injuries from the fall and the secondary skid. These aren't worst-case-scenario injuries.
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They're the typical consequence of a crash between an unprotected rider and a passenger
vehicle.

How Insurance Companies Attack Blind Spot Crash Claims

Insurers defending a driver who caused a blind spot crash often have the same playbook. It
starts with comparative negligence. They'll argue the rider was going too fast, was in an unsafe
position, should have anticipated the lane change, or was wearing dark gear that made them
harder to spot. The implication is that a rider who's hard to see bears partial or primary
responsibility for a driver who didn't look.

The insurance tactics used against motorcycle claims are well documented, and the anti-rider
bias that runs through them is real. Adjusters will request recorded statements early, press for
quick settlements before the full scope of injuries is known, and use any gap in treatment to
argue the injuries weren't as serious as claimed.

Counter-evidence is what defeats those tactics, and an experienced motorcycle crash attorney
pursues each of the following:

e Dashcam And Traffic Camera Footage: Dashcam footage that captures the lane change,
the rider's position before the impact, and the absence of a turn signal is among the
most powerful evidence available in a blind spot case. Preservation requests need to go
out immediately.

e The SUV Driver's Cell Phone Records: A driver who was glancing at a phone at the
moment of the lane change faces significantly elevated liability, and cell records often
tell that story.

e Eyewitness Accounts From Other Drivers: Witnesses who saw the lane change from
adjacent vehicles can confirm the absence of signaling and the rider's visible positioning
before impact.

e Accident Reconstruction Analysis: A qualified reconstructionist can calculate vehicle
speeds, the geometry of the blind zone at the moment of the lane change, and whether
a shoulder check would have revealed the rider's position.

e The Driver's Prior Traffic Violations: Georgia motor vehicle records showing prior
failure-to-signal or improper lane change violations establish a pattern that goes to the
driver's general disregard for the rights of others.

When A Blind Spot Motorcycle Crash Turns Fatal

When a driver's lane-change failure kills a motorcycle rider, the case doesn't just end. Georgia's
wrongful death statute allows the surviving spouse, children, or parents to pursue the full value
of the life lost, including both economic and intangible value. Where the driver's conduct rises
to a conscious disregard for consequences, such as a driver who was actively texting or
repeatedly disciplined for improper lane changes, the claim can also reach into punitive
damages territory.

Talk To A Georgia Motorcycle Accident Lawyer About Your Blind Spot Case
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If you were hit by an SUV or pickup driver who never saw you on a Georgia road, contact us
before the insurance carrier's first offer sets an artificial ceiling on what your case is worth. Our
firm has fought for injured Georgia riders since 1993, and that work is reflected in more than S1
billion recovered Georgia families.

Motorcycle accident clients hire our firm on a contingency arrangement, which puts every
dollar of our fee at risk of the case's outcome. In other words, if we don't produce a recovery,

you don't pay anything.
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