
When a Deer Strike Ends a Motorcycle Ride in Georgia 

The Animal Collision That Changes Everything About How a Claim Works 

The headlights catch movement at the tree line, and before there's time to react, a deer is 
across the lane. For a car driver, hitting a deer is terrifying and potentially serious. For a 
motorcycle rider, it's often catastrophic. The animal's mass combined with the speed of the 
bike produces forces that send the rider airborne or into the pavement with nothing between 
them and the road surface. 

Georgia sits in a region with significant white-tailed deer populations, and the stretch from mid-
October through December represents peak movement season as deer travel in search of 
mates. Dawn and dusk rides, which draw many Georgia motorcyclists who want to avoid 
midday heat, align almost perfectly with the hours when deer are most active near roadways. 
The result is a collision pattern that injures and kills Georgia riders every year. 

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Georgia motorcycle accident 
lawyers see these cases and know how differently they play out compared to collision claims 
involving another vehicle. Understanding why they're different, and what legal options actually 
exist, changes what a rider or their family does in the hours and days after the crash. 

Why Deer Strike Claims Are Different From Standard Motorcycle Accidents 

When another vehicle causes a motorcycle crash, the legal path is relatively clear: identify the 
at-fault driver, document their negligence, and pursue a claim against their liability insurance. 
When a deer causes the crash, there's no at-fault driver to pursue in the traditional sense. After 
all, you can’t sue Bambi. That reality sends many injured Georgia riders to the wrong conclusion 
that they have no claim, or that their recovery is limited to whatever their own insurance 
provides. 

That conclusion isn't always correct. The type of coverage available, and the potential liability 
theories beyond simple collision, depend on facts about the road, the rider's policy, and who 
else had any control over the conditions that led to the crash. 

The coverage and legal angles worth analyzing in a Georgia deer strike case include: 

• Uninsured/Underinsured Motorist (UM/UIM) Coverage: Under Georgia law, UM/UIM 
coverage may extend to single-vehicle crashes caused by an animal strike, depending on 
how the policy is written and whether the rider can show that the animal came from 
another vehicle or was released onto the roadway through someone's negligence. 
Standard add-on UM policies in Georgia generally do not cover animal strikes as no 
identifiable uninsured vehicle is involved. A thorough policy review with a Georgia 
motorcycle attorney determines what's actually available. 

• First-Party Medical Payments Coverage (MedPay): If the rider's motorcycle policy 
includes MedPay, those benefits apply regardless of fault and cover medical expenses 
from the crash. This is often the first coverage available while the liability analysis is 
being completed. 
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• Collision Coverage On The Motorcycle: Covers physical damage to the bike regardless 
of the cause of the crash, including an animal strike. Riders without collision coverage 
absorb the repair or replacement cost directly. 

• Livestock And Animal Liability Claims: Georgia law addresses landowner liability when 
livestock escapes onto a public roadway. O.C.G.A. § 51-2-7 allows claims against the 
owner of an animal that causes injury when the owner's negligence in containing or 
controlling that animal created the hazard. A deer isn't livestock, so this theory applies 
primarily when domestic animals are involved, but the principle establishes that animal-
related crashes can involve third-party liability depending on the facts. 

• Government Road Maintenance Claims: When a documented deer population near a 
specific stretch of road, combined with known visibility obstructions like overgrown 
vegetation or inadequate lighting, contributed to the crash, a road authority's 
maintenance failures may create a basis for a government liability claim. These are 
difficult to pursue but worth investigating when the conditions at the crash location 
suggest a systemic hazard. 

The Mechanics of a Deer Strike on a Motorcycle 

A typical scenario looks like this: a rider traveling at highway speed encounters a deer crossing 
from a wooded shoulder during dusk conditions. The deer moves into the lane with less than a 
second of warning. There's no time to brake to a safe speed and no room to swerve without 
hitting the shoulder or another vehicle. 

The crash follows one of a few patterns. The motorcycle strikes the deer directly, the impact 
throws the rider forward, and the bike goes down beneath them. Or the rider swerves hard to 
avoid the animal, loses traction in the maneuver, and goes down independently of any contact. 
Either way, the rider hits the road, often at speeds that would be lethal without protective gear, 
sometimes at speeds that produce serious injuries regardless of gear. 

The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety documents fatalities involving collisions with animals 
each year, and motorcycles are significantly overrepresented in fatal animal strike crashes 
relative to their share of vehicle miles traveled. The vulnerability is physical: no steel cage, no 
airbags, no crumple zones absorbing energy before it reaches the rider. 

Georgia's own crash data, compiled by the Governor's Office of Highway Safety in their non-
motorist and motorcycle safety report, shows that single-vehicle motorcycle crashes 
consistently account for a substantial share of fatal motorcycle incidents statewide, with rider 
ejection and road contact being the primary injury mechanisms. Animal strikes feed directly 
into that single-vehicle crash category. 

Injuries in Deer Strike Motorcycle Crashes 

The injury pattern in a deer strike crash depends on speed, road surface, protective gear, and 
exactly how the rider contacts the ground or the animal. Common serious injuries include: 
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Road rash injuries that extend through multiple skin layers when a rider slides across pavement 
at speed. When protective gear is absent or insufficient, these injuries require grafting and 
carry high infection risk. 

Traumatic brain injuries are the leading cause of motorcycle fatality in crashes of all types, 
including animal strikes. A helmet significantly reduces but doesn't eliminate TBI risk, and riders 
who weren't wearing helmets at the time of a deer strike face the most severe head injury 
exposure. 

Motorcycle accident injuries to the extremities, including leg fractures, shoulder separations, 
and wrist injuries from instinctive bracing, are nearly universal in low-side crashes. Femur 
fractures and pelvic injuries are common in high-speed contacts where the rider's lower body 
absorbs the impact. 

Spinal injuries occur when the rider's back contacts the road directly, particularly in crashes 
where the rider is thrown over the front of the motorcycle. 

Road Hazard Claims When Animals Aren't the Only Factor 

Some deer strike crashes involve a second contributing hazard that shifts part of the fault to a 
party other than the rider. Overgrown vegetation along a road shoulder that eliminated visible 
warning of deer crossing activity, inadequate lighting on a curve known for animal movement, 
or GDOT maintenance records showing open requests for deer population warning signs in a 
specific area can all support a government negligence claim alongside the animal strike itself. 

These road condition claims run under Georgia's waiver of sovereign immunity framework for 
public road maintenance, and they're subject to strict notice and filing requirements. The 
deadline to notify a government entity of a road maintenance claim in Georgia runs as short as 
twelve months from the date of injury. Riders who think a government road hazard contributed 
to their crash can't wait to explore that angle. 

Why Road Hazard Claims Demand Different Evidence Than Collision Cases 

Deer strike claims and road hazard claims live on different evidence than standard collision 
cases. There's no other driver's cell phone records to subpoena, no witness to the other 
vehicle's conduct. The evidence is physical: the crash site itself, the road conditions, the 
vegetation, the lighting, the tire marks, and the animal's location post-collision. 

Photographs and measurements taken in the days immediately following the crash document 
conditions before a road authority can clear vegetation, install new signage, or otherwise 
modify the site. GDOT and county road maintenance records establish what was known about 
conditions at the crash location and how long it was known. Insurance policy documents reveal 
the coverage actually available to the rider. 

Our attorneys handle deer strike and road hazard claims for Georgia motorcycle riders and their 
families. Our firm's $1 billion in recoveries for Georgia families includes results in single-vehicle 
and road-condition cases where the initial picture suggested no recovery was available. 

Your Coverage Options Are Worth A Quick Conversation 
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If you or someone in your family was hurt in a motorcycle deer strike in Georgia, contact us to 
discuss your potential options. The deadline on some of these claims is shorter than you'd 
expect, and what looks like a closed door sometimes isn't. We take Georgia injury cases on a 
contingency fee arrangement, which means the cost of legal representation is funded entirely 
from the outcome, not from your savings. 
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