
T-Bone Motorcycle Accidents At Georgia Intersections 

The Perpendicular-Impact Crashes That Reshape Every Assumption About Fault 

A cross-traffic car enters the intersection at 35 mph. A motorcycle crossing on the green hits 
the driver's-side door before the rider has time to brake, swerve, or process what just 
happened. The bike stops instantly. The rider doesn't. That's the physics of a T-bone motorcycle 
crash at a Georgia intersection, and it's the pattern that produces some of the most severe 
injuries our attorneys see across Metro Atlanta and the surrounding counties. 

The mechanics separate these wrecks from every other kind of motorcycle collision. There's no 
glancing angle, no time for a rider to lay the bike down, and no crumple zone between the 
human body and the vehicle that violated the right-of-way. When a driver on cross-traffic runs 
a red light, rolls a stop sign, or fails to yield at a controlled intersection, the collision is 
perpendicular, unavoidable, and catastrophic. 

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Georgia motorcycle accident 
attorneys have spent decades handling side-impact intersection cases where the rider was 
doing everything right and the driver simply didn't look. The statutes favor the rider on paper. 
The insurance defense playbook is designed to make sure that legal advantage doesn't survive 
contact with an adjuster. 

The Physics Of Perpendicular Impact 

A T-bone strike delivers force through the rider's body along an axis the human skeleton isn't 
built to absorb. In a typical head-on or rear-end motorcycle crash, energy dissipates along the 
axis of travel, and the rider may separate from the bike in a forward direction. In a 
perpendicular collision, the initial impact drives the leg, hip, and pelvis into the fuel tank and 
handlebars, then throws the rider laterally onto the striking vehicle's hood, windshield, or the 
pavement beyond. 

Secondary impacts almost always follow. A rider ejected sideways can land on the roadway 15 
to 30 feet from the point of impact, sometimes striking a curb, another vehicle, or a signal pole 
on the way down. The injuries that result are rarely limited to a single body region. 

Georgia's Right-Of-Way Framework At Controlled Intersections 

Georgia's Uniform Rules of the Road put a clear duty on the driver crossing the rider's path. 
Three provisions do most of the work in these cases: 

• Right Of Way At Intersections: O.C.G.A. § 40-6-70 governs how vehicles must yield 
when they approach an intersection at approximately the same time, and modifies that 
rule at through highways and other controlled crossings. 

• Stop Signs And Yield Signs: O.C.G.A. § 40-6-72 requires a driver approaching a stop sign 
to come to a full stop and then yield to any vehicle already in or approaching the 
intersection so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard. A collision after passing a 
yield sign without stopping is prima-facie evidence of failure to yield. 
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• Obedience To Traffic-Control Devices: O.C.G.A. § 40-6-20 makes disregard of any official 
traffic signal, including a red light or red arrow, prima-facie evidence of a violation. Red-
light camera images captured under the same statute can prove the intrusion into the 
intersection when a rider's memory of the seconds before impact is gone. 

Those provisions frame the fault analysis, but they don't win the case on their own. The 
evidence has to show which driver actually breached the duty the statute imposed. 

Cross-Traffic Failures That Set These Crashes In Motion 

The driver failures behind Georgia T-bone motorcycle crashes cluster into a small number of 
recurring patterns. Each one is a decision the driver made, not an accident the rider caused: 

• Running A Red Light: A driver enters the intersection after the signal has changed, 
either because they misjudged the yellow, weren't watching the signal at all, or 
accelerated to beat the change. 

• Rolling A Stop Sign: A driver approaches the sign, slows without stopping, and enters 
the intersection while a rider on the through road is already inside it. 

• Inattention At A Controlled Intersection: A driver looking at a phone or navigation 
screen enters on a green arrow that expired seconds earlier, or fails to see a rider with 
the right-of-way approaching from cross-traffic. 

• Misjudging Motorcycle Speed: A driver at a stop sign sees the approaching motorcycle 
but assumes it's farther away or moving slower than it is, then pulls into the rider's path. 
This is the same perceptual failure that drives left-turn motorcycle crashes, applied at a 
different angle. 

• Ignoring A Flashing Red Or Yellow: A driver rolls through a flashing red without 
stopping, or blows through a flashing yellow at speed, and drives directly into a rider 
proceeding lawfully. 

Insurance carriers know these failures happen constantly. The tactic isn't to deny them. It's to 
shift enough fault onto the rider to erode the recovery. 

Injury Patterns Unique To Side-Impact Motorcycle Crashes 

The perpendicular geometry of a T-bone crash produces an injury profile that doesn't look like 
any other motorcycle collision. Picture a rider crossing an intersection at 40 mph when a driver 
runs the cross-traffic red at 30 mph. The bike stops at the driver's door. The rider's right leg, still 
on the peg, absorbs the initial energy through the tibia, fibula, and femur, and the pelvis takes 
the next wave of force. 

• Pelvic And Hip Fractures: The fuel tank drives into the pelvis at the moment of impact, 
producing displaced pelvic ring fractures and hip dislocations that often require external 
fixation. 

• Traumatic Brain Injuries: The rider's head strikes the striking vehicle's A-pillar, roof, or 
the pavement during the ejection, producing concussions and more severe brain injuries 
that reshape a rider's life for years. 
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• Spinal Cord Damage: Rotational forces during the launch can produce catastrophic 
spinal cord injuries at the thoracic and lumbar levels. 

• Compound Lower-Leg Fractures: Bumper and door contact drives energy through the 
leg pinned against the bike, and open fractures are common. 

• Extensive Road Rash: Once the rider leaves the bike, contact with pavement produces 
severe road rash that can require skin grafts and multiple debridements. 

• Internal Organ Damage: Blunt-force compression during the initial strike can rupture 
the spleen or lacerate the liver, and those injuries don't always present at the scene. 

When the injuries are catastrophic and the rider doesn't survive, the case becomes a fatal 
motorcycle claim, and Georgia's wrongful death statute governs what surviving family members 
can pursue. Nationally, motorcyclists are 27 times more likely than passenger-car occupants to 
die per vehicle mile traveled, and the perpendicular-impact fact pattern is one of the reasons 
that ratio isn't shrinking. 

Evidence That Locks Down A Contested Intersection Case 

The evidence window on a T-bone intersection case closes fast. Signal-timing records, camera 
footage, and vehicle telemetry all have short retention periods, and the defense has every 
incentive to wait them out. 

• Intersection Camera Footage: Many Georgia signalized intersections carry red-light or 
DOT-operated cameras with retention windows measured in days or weeks. 
Preservation letters must go out within 72 hours. 

• Signal Timing Records: Municipal traffic engineering departments keep signal phase and 
timing logs. Those records prove exactly which direction had the green at the moment 
of impact. 

• Passing Vehicle Dashcam Footage: A vehicle behind either the rider or the driver may 
have captured the entire sequence, and finding those witnesses is a matter of 
canvassing quickly. 

• Driver Phone Records: A subpoena to the wireless carrier confirms whether the driver 
was using a handheld device when they entered the intersection. 

• Event Data Recorder Data: The striking vehicle's EDR often records speed, brake 
application, and throttle position for the seconds before impact. 

• Sight-Line Photography: Photographs from the driver's approach angle at the same time 
of day establish whether the signal, sign, or the rider was visible in the moments before 
the collision. 

Comparative Fault Arguments Insurers Deploy Against Riders 

Georgia's modified comparative fault rule under O.C.G.A. § 51-12-33 gives the defense a 
familiar playbook. Even in a case where the driver plainly ran a red light, the carrier will argue 
the rider was over the posted limit, was lane-splitting, wasn't wearing high-visibility gear, or 
should have anticipated the intrusion in time to avoid it. Any percentage of fault assigned to the 
rider reduces the recovery. Fifty percent or more bars it entirely. 
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Adjusters lean on the same handful of tactics used to undervalue motorcycle claims, and 
intersection cases are where those tactics land hardest. The rider's memory of the seconds 
before impact is often gone. Witnesses tend to focus on the striking vehicle, not the rider's 
approach. Without preserved camera footage, timing records, and vehicle telemetry, the case 
becomes a swearing match, and adjusters know they win those. 

The right response isn't rhetoric. It's the same evidence work that neutralizes fault arguments 
in a serious T-bone intersection case generally, rebuilt around the rider's fact pattern rather 
than a car-driver template. 

Contact A Georgia Motorcycle Accident Lawyer After A T-Bone Intersection Crash 

If you were hit and injured by a cross-traffic driver at a Georgia intersection, or if your family 
lost a loved one in a side-impact motorcycle collision, contact us for a free case evaluation. The 
evidence in these cases starts disappearing within days, and the sooner our attorneys can send 
preservation letters, the stronger the record we'll have when the carrier's tactics begin. 

Our Georgia motorcycle accident lawyers have recovered over $1 billion for Georgia families 
since 1993, and side-impact intersection cases sit at the difficult end of that work. Attorney 
Gary Martin Hays built our practice on a simple principle that guides every T-bone case: prove 
what the driver did with documentary evidence before anyone gets to guess about it. There's 
no upfront fee, no hourly bill, and no legal cost of any kind unless a recovery is obtained on 
your behalf. 
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