Symptoms of Tinnitus and Hearing Loss After a Car Accident

Ringing, Muffled Hearing, and Trouble Understanding Speech After a Georgia
Crash

After a car accident, most people focus on the injuries they can see. Then the quieter symptoms
start. You may notice a high-pitched ringing that will not stop, one ear that feels plugged,
hearing that sounds muffled, or a strange problem where you can hear voices but cannot make
out the words when there is background noise.

Those symptoms should not be brushed aside. A crash can affect hearing in more than one way.
Head trauma, neck trauma, inner-ear injury, concussion, and loud crash-related noise can all
play a role. Sudden hearing loss also needs prompt medical attention.

At Gary Martin Hays, our Georgia car accident lawyers look closely at when the hearing

problem began, what the person noticed first, whether the symptoms affect one ear or both,
what medical testing shows, and whether the crash involved airbag deployment, head impact,
dizziness, jaw pain, or other signs that help explain the full picture.

Quick answer: Ringing in the ears, muffled hearing, ear fullness, dizziness, sound sensitivity, or
trouble understanding speech after a wreck can point to tinnitus, hearing loss, or another
auditory injury. A normal emergency-room scan does not rule out every hearing problem, and a
sudden drop in hearing should be treated as urgent.

What Can Tinnitus Sound Like After a Crash?

Tinnitus is the perception of sound when no outside sound is present. Many people call it
ringing, but it can also sound like buzzing, roaring, hissing, humming, clicking, squealing, or
whistling. It may be constant or come and go. It may affect one ear, both ears, or seem as if it is
coming from inside the head.

Some people also notice that the sound changes when they move their head, neck, or jaw. That
matters after a car accident because the source of the problem is not always limited to the ear
itself. Jaw injuries, neck injuries, and concussion-related problems can overlap with auditory
symptoms.

Tinnitus does not always mean there is measurable hearing loss on a routine screening test.
Research has reported tinnitus after traumatic brain injury in adults both with and without

documented hearing loss. That is one reason a person should not ignore the symptom just
because an early hearing screen looked normal.
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Common Symptoms of Tinnitus and Hearing Loss After a Car Accident

The symptom pattern can help guide the medical workup. It does not diagnose the cause by

itself, but it helps explain why different complaints call for different kinds of evaluation.

Symptom

What You May Notice

What the Medical Workup May Look For

Ringing, buzzing, hissing, or roaring

A sound that is constant or off and on,
in one ear or both

Tinnitus tied to ear injury, hearing loss,
head or neck trauma, jaw problems, or
another condition

Muffled or reduced hearing

Voices sound blocked, distant, or
weaker than usual

Conductive, sensorineural, or mixed
hearing loss

Trouble understanding speech

You hear talking but the words blur
together, especially in noise

High-frequency hearing loss, speech-
recognition difficulty, or auditory
processing problems

Ear fullness or pressure

One ear feels plugged without obvious
congestion

Middle-ear problems, inner-ear injury, or
sudden hearing loss

Sound sensitivity

Normal sounds suddenly feel too loud
or painful

Hyperacusis or altered sound tolerance

Dizziness or imbalance

Spinning, nausea, motion sensitivity,
or unsteadiness

Vestibular injury or another inner-ear
problem

Sudden hearing drop

Hearing decreases quickly over hours
or days

Sudden sensorineural hearing loss, which
needs prompt evaluation

How a Car Accident Can Affect Hearing

Hearing depends on more than the ear canal. Sound has to move through the eardrum and
middle ear, reach the inner ear, travel through the auditory nerve, and then be processed by
the brain. A crash can disrupt different parts of that pathway.

Possible mechanisms include:

¢ Loud crash-related noise or airbag deployment that affects sensitive inner-ear structures
e A direct blow to the head or ear

* Trauma to the middle ear, inner ear, or surrounding bone

e Concussion or traumatic brain injury

e Jaw or neck trauma that overlaps with tinnitus symptoms

That is why two people can both say, "My hearing changed after the wreck," but have very
different medical findings.

Conductive, Sensorineural, and Central Hearing Problems Are Not the Same

The phrase "hearing loss" can hide important differences.

Conductive hearing loss happens when sound is not moving normally through the outer or
middle ear. A torn eardrum, fluid, blood, or injury to the tiny middle-ear bones can interfere
with that mechanical process.


https://www.garymartinhays.com/articles/why-vestibular-injuries-after-a-georgia-car-accident-get-missed/

Sensorineural hearing loss involves the inner ear or auditory nerve. A single intense noise
exposure or a traumatic event can damage delicate inner-ear structures. In some cases, the
change improves. In other cases, it does not.

A third category involves the brain’s handling of sound. After a concussion or other traumatic
brain injury, some people report tinnitus, sound sensitivity, or trouble understanding speech
even when a basic hearing test does not look dramatically abnormal. In those cases, the
problem may involve central auditory processing rather than only the ear itself.

Why Trouble Hearing Speech in Noise Can Be Easy to Miss

A standard hearing test is important, but it does not recreate a restaurant, warehouse,
classroom, or busy office. Many people with post-crash auditory problems describe the same
frustration: “l can hear you, but | cannot understand you.”

That complaint matters. A person may function fairly well in a quiet exam room but struggle
badly in traffic, at work, in meetings, or during family conversations when several sounds
compete at once.

Medical literature on mild traumatic brain injury describes speech-in-noise complaints as a real
functional issue for some patients. That is why an audiologist may recommend speech testing
or other advanced measures in addition to basic tone testing.

Tinnitus, Hearing Loss, and Dizziness Can Happen Together

The hearing and balance systems sit close together in the inner ear. Because of that, a car
accident can trigger a cluster of symptoms instead of just one.

A person may have:

® ringing in the ears

e muffled hearing

e dizziness or vertigo

* nausea

* motion sensitivity

e trouble keeping balance

When those symptoms overlap, the issue may involve both hearing and vestibular function. The
hearing complaint and the balance complaint should not automatically be treated as unrelated
just because different specialists evaluate them.


https://www.ninds.nih.gov/health-information/disorders/traumatic-brain-injury-tbi
https://www.ninds.nih.gov/health-information/disorders/traumatic-brain-injury-tbi

When Hearing Loss After a Crash Is an Emergency

A sudden drop in hearing is not something to "watch for a few weeks." Sudden sensorineural
hearing loss is treated as a medical emergency because prompt evaluation can affect treatment
options and outcomes.

People may notice sudden hearing loss:

e all at once

e when they wake up

e when they hold a phone to one ear
e over the course of a few days

It may also come with tinnitus, dizziness, or a feeling of fullness in the ear. Not every plugged-
ear sensation is sudden deafness, but an abrupt hearing change deserves prompt medical care.

What Testing Can Help Show a Post-Crash Hearing Injury?

An ENT physician and an audiologist often play different but complementary roles. The ENT
looks for medical causes. The audiologist measures hearing function and communication
problems.

Depending on the symptoms, testing may include:

e Otoscopy to check the ear canal and eardrum

® Pure-tone audiometry to measure hearing thresholds

* Speech testing, including speech-recognition or speech-in-noise testing

e Tympanometry to evaluate middle-ear function

» Additional auditory testing such as otoacoustic emissions or auditory brainstem response
testing

* Imaging or vestibular testing when symptoms suggest neurologic, structural, or balance-
related injury

The value of testing is not just that it produces numbers. It helps define what kind of problem
exists, whether it affects one ear or both, whether speech understanding is impaired, and
whether the findings match the symptoms being reported.

How Do You Connect Tinnitus or Hearing Loss to the Crash?

In a legal claim, the big issue is often causation. Insurance companies may argue that tinnitus is
common, hearing changes with age, or a person had past noise exposure before the collision.

The strongest answer is a clear before-and-after record.
Important pieces often include:

e when the symptoms first appeared


https://www.nidcd.nih.gov/health/sudden-deafness
https://www.nidcd.nih.gov/health/sudden-deafness

e whether the ringing or hearing change was immediate or delayed

e whether there were pre-crash hearing tests or prior complaints

e the crash details, including airbag deployment, head impact, or concussion

¢ audiology and specialist findings

e the day-to-day functional changes family members, coworkers, or supervisors noticed
after the wreck

Prompt medical reporting can make a difference here. When symptoms are documented early,

it is easier to build a timeline that shows what changed after the crash.

Why Tinnitus Can Be Hard to Prove Without Good Documentation

Tinnitus is often subjective, which means only the injured person can hear it. There is no single
scan that "shows" the ringing. Insurance adjusters sometimes use that fact to minimize the
problem.

But subjective does not mean undocumented.

The medical history, hearing-test results, specialist opinions, associated dizziness or hearing
loss, treatment recommendations, and consistency of the complaint over time can all support
the claim.

A simple symptom log can also help. It can track:

e when the ringing is worse

e whether it interferes with sleep

e what environments make conversation harder

e whether it affects work, driving, concentration, or family life

The goal is not to dramatize the symptom. The goal is to preserve details that are easy to forget
months later.

The Real Cost of Post-Crash Hearing Problems

The cost of hearing loss is not limited to hearing aids. A serious auditory injury may involve
repeat hearing tests, ENT visits, balance care, hearing devices, fittings, maintenance, batteries
or charging equipment, and future replacement costs.

The human cost can be even bigger.

A parent may stop hearing a child clearly from another room. A worker may miss instructions,
alarms, or phone calls. Someone who once handled noisy environments well may start avoiding
restaurants, meetings, or social events because following conversation has become exhausting.

For people in jobs that depend on communication, safety signals, machinery, or rapid speech
recognition, a lasting hearing problem can also affect future earning ability.
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When Tinnitus or Hearing Loss Continues After a Georgia Car Accident

Tinnitus and hearing loss do not always come with a dramatic emergency-room diagnosis.
Sometimes the person is focused on neck pain, a concussion, broken bones, or shock from the
crash before realizing the ringing has not stopped or normal conversation no longer sounds the
same.

What matters is recognizing the symptom, getting the right medical evaluation, and building a
record that explains what changed.

At Gary Martin Hays, we can review the crash mechanism, medical records, hearing tests, prior

hearing history, and the way tinnitus or hearing loss has affected work and daily life. When an
insurance company points to age, prior noise exposure, a normal ER scan, or the subjective
nature of tinnitus, the claim still has to be answered with a clear timeline and strong evidence.

If ringing, muffled hearing, sudden hearing loss, or other auditory symptoms started after a
Georgia car accident, contact Gary Martin Hays for a free consultation. We can review what

changed, what the medical record shows, and what evidence may be needed to document the
full impact of the injury.

FAQ: Tinnitus and Hearing Loss After a Car Accident

Can a car accident cause tinnitus?

Yes. Tinnitus can start after head trauma, neck trauma, concussion, or other crash-related
injury. The key medical question is not just whether tinnitus exists, but what the likely cause is
and whether the timing fits the wreck.

Can tinnitus happen even if a hearing test looks normal?

Yes. Some people report ringing, sound sensitivity, or speech-in-noise difficulty even when a
basic hearing screen does not show obvious hearing loss. That is one reason a more complete
audiology workup may matter.

How long does tinnitus last after a car accident?

There is no one answer. In some people it improves. In others it becomes persistent. The right
next step is a prompt medical evaluation, especially if the tinnitus started suddenly or came
with hearing loss, dizziness, or other neurologic symptoms.

Is sudden hearing loss after a car accident an emergency?

Yes. A sudden drop in hearing should be treated as urgent because early medical evaluation can
matter.


https://www.garymartinhays.com/
https://www.garymartinhays.com/contact/

Who should evaluate hearing loss after a crash?

Often an ENT physician and an audiologist. Depending on the symptoms, a neurologist or
vestibular specialist may also be involved.



